
 

What It Means to Be a JFCA Saints Family 

As your family considers Johnson Ferry Christian Academy for your children’s education, we encourage you to read about 

the experiences of some of our Saints families. There is no better recommendation than that of families who are already on 

the journey. 

 

 

From the parents of a JFCA graduate: 
After the first week at JFCA, our son asked us why we had not been “doing school” this way the whole time! We transferred 

from another private school to JFCA after his sophomore year, and he spent the final two years of high school here. It was a 

beautiful fit for the entire family and allowed us precious time with our son while better equipping him for college. We were a 

little nervous at first...wondering if he would succeed at the independent style of learning; but he quickly rose to the occasion 

and is a better student for it. 

He is an athlete, so there were a lot of demands on his time as a high school student heavily involved in sports. The two-day a 

week program allowed him to properly train, recover, and focus on his goals without sacrificing his academic success. 

Overall, the pace of life was far more enjoyable with him as a JFCA student. He is now a collegiate athlete. 

We knew the other students were going to be nice but WOW! They blew us away once we got to know them. They are so kind 

and supportive of each other . . . truly amazing. The administration, faculty, and staff do a great job and really draw the kids 

in. There were so many spiritual moments that we experienced as a JFCA family that just wouldn’t have happened on any 

other campus, too. We thank God for the vision of JFCA and only wish we had enrolled sooner! GO SAINTS! 

 

 

From a parent of elementary, middle, and high school students: 
The administration and teachers are FOR my students; they promote my children; they care about all aspects of my children. 

JFCA promotes the joy of learning versus just taking a ton of AP classes. The time at school and at home encourages 

students to be disciplined while also giving parents the opportunity to continue to disciple their children. This model 

empowers and edifies the family. It offers the best lifestyle. 

 

 

From a middle school parent: 
JFCA has been a wonderful experience for my daughter! The teachers genuinely care about the success of each student. I 

feel that she is gaining a great education in a caring environment. 

 

 

From a middle school parent: 
Our experience has been wonderful this year. We were hesitant and a bit nervous to try this approach to education, but we 

are so glad that we made this switch. As a parent, I could not be happier with the academic involvement I am allowed to have 

with my child. Every child is different and learns differently; some parents may be completely hands-off with their middle 

school children. My child is not at that point yet, so I appreciate being able to assist him with his learning by re-visiting 

lessons when necessary, following up with assignments, and basically creating the perfect extended learning environment for 

my child. 

JFCA is unique in that they offer a school environment that I feel is extremely important for middle school-age children. At 

the same time, our satellite school days allow me to be the involved parent -- unlike traditional schools where you rely 

completely on others to educate your child and are basically left in the dark about what your child is learning and how he is 

doing. This method is so different from homeschooling, namely because I don't have to create a curriculum or worry whether 

or not I choose the best one for my child. 

The curriculum at JFCA is rigorous but achievable. It’s been proven year after year that it is successful, and the students are 

well prepared for college and beyond. Compared to what I have experienced in public schools (highly ranked public schools 

at that) the curriculum at JFCA is definitely stronger; but I just simply follow the teachers’ lead and my child excels. 



Teachers have just 10 or so students in a class and around 40 students on their roster, so they actually have time to teach 

while in class and communicate with the students and parents when we have questions outside of class. This simply doesn’t 

happen in public middle school, where classes have 25-30 students and teachers have seven class periods and 175 kids on 

their roster. JFCA is the best of all academic realms; it is everything and more that I hoped it would be! 

 

 

From the parents of a freshman: 
Coming from a public school background, we were initially hesitant to consider JFCA, not fully understanding the difference 

between a hybrid homeschool and a University-Model® School. After attending an open house and talking with other parents 

whose children attended, we learned that the University-Model® School was really a very different concept than we had 

originally thought -- and we LOVE IT! There are several things that stand out about this experience so far: 

1) Parent perspective: 

a) This is NOT homeschooling. I don't teach anything, I am not responsible for grading anything. My job is to 

ensure that my daughter has correctly identified all of her assignments and deliverables, and check in to ensure that 

she is completing them. 

b) The teachers do a great job of keeping grades updated through the online portal tool, so I have an easy- to-

monitor method to know if there are any issues or struggles in any subject. 

c) One of the things that we really appreciate is that the teachers are very interested in ensuring that students 

succeed. 

2) Student perspective: We’ve had several conversations with our daughter about the things that she likes from the 

University-Model® School style: 

a) The flexibility to adjust the time spent on each subject as needed, which may vary week to week. One week, she 

may need to spend more time on geometry to master a difficult concept. Another week, she may need to spend more 

time on biology to ensure that a large project is completed. She has the flexibility to arrange when and how she 

completes the various work that is due. 

b) Small classes allow for much more interaction between teacher and students. 

 

 

From the parent of a freshman and a sophomore: 
As a smaller school that’s not hindered by outside strictures, JFCA is free to recognize the individual uniqueness of each 

student. The administration then utilizes on-level, honors, and dual-enrollment course offerings to customize an educational 

path for him or her. JFCA also attends to other areas of personal development through athletics, art, music, theater, 

leadership, service, and spiritual opportunities. Moreover, the University-Model® School approach encourages students to 

develop personal responsibility, time management, and other maturity skills that will help them to be successful in college, in 

their careers, and in their everyday adult lives. 
 

 

From the parent of a sophomore: 
JFCA has given our family hope -- hope for our daughter to be built up by her school rather than discouraged and beaten 

down. She came to JFCA after one year of public high school where she struggled. She had always been a good student; but 

when the pressures of being at one of the top schools in east Cobb hit her, she floundered. She went from being a good 

student to a failing student who miraculously pulled out average grades by the end of the semester. She endured the semester 

feeling like a failure and like she was not smart enough. Her freshman year in public school was very discouraging for her. I 

saw that she was in grave danger of being defined by that discouragement and at a pivotal point where she would likely 

begin making some very poor choices to help her feel better. We applied and were accepted at the last minute to JFCA; and 

she was thrilled to not have to go back to public school. 

Since school started, she is like a new child. The first day of class she was called to read aloud; she later told me she was not 

self-conscious or worried at all and that reading aloud was no big deal. Before JFCA, reading aloud in class would have 

made her very anxious. She is excited and looks forward to her days at school rather than being worried and wishing she did 

not have to go. Her grades have turned around completely. In fact, she had been signed up for “math support” in  public 

school schedule, but recently her JFCA math teacher told her that she should be in Honors Math. What a turnaround for her 

potential to be noticed, recognized, and encouraged instead of her being just another child without a name at an 

overwhelmingly large public school! 

Thank you JFCA for giving me back the beautiful young lady that God has blessed me with. 



From the parents of a sophomore and a junior: 
We were looking for a Christian school for our son, a rising sophomore. He needed a positive, Christian environment, and 

the Lord opened the door to JFCA for us. JFCA has the right balance of Christ-centered academics and extracurricular 

activities. The teachers and leaders at JFCA helped our son go from being a rebellious 15-year old to a mature Christian 

young man the Lord is using to reach other young people. We decided to send our daughter there last year for her freshman 

year. We are so thankful to God for using the people and families at JFCA to make an impact on the students. 

 

 

From the parents of a senior: 
Our son had been in a very good public school system in Cobb County. As a junior in high school, he transferred to JFCA for 

athletic opportunities. We were more than skeptical of the University-Model® School approach. However, we have found that 

it has had a remarkable effect. The academics are very challenging, the class sizes are ideal, and the teachers are truly 

committed to the students developing critical thinking skills. Students’ time management skills and personal accountability 

skyrocket in this environment. We believe our son will be extremely well prepared for life on his own at the university level 

because of the foundation he has earned at JFCA. The athletic coaching and competition along with rigorous academics 

have far surpassed our initial expectations. 

 

 

 


